FACE OF THE AlA

Monty Freeman Among
Members Honored with
Induction into the College of
Fellows

By Jokn Geneall

Summary: Many architects have a range of h
diverse interests, but Belmont Freeman, FAIA

15 one of those rare individuals whose

interests are many, but who has cultivated

thermn with such wigor and success that most

people would be satisfied calling any one of

thern a full career unto itself. And he has

done this while oversesing an impressive

record of built wark.

This month, Freeman will be inducted into 212 College of Fellowes &t the A1A annual convention, in
San Francizco. Signaling hiz varied achievements, the 414 in electing him, specifically cited his
longstanding civic service to Storefront for At and Architecture, a Mew “ork-hazed non-profit
organization that presents programs and exhibitions across the fields of art, architecture and
design. From 19585 to 2007, Freeman served as President of ts Board of Directors, joining it in the
midzt of financial and organizational uncertainty, and helping to resuscitate it into the vibrant
inztitution Mew Yorkers nove know.

"In many ways Storefront owes its continued existence to Monty " claims Jozeph Grima, the
organization's current Director. (Freeman iz known professionally and personally as "Morty ") "He
guided the institution through an incredibly difficult transtional moment, when the easiest option
wolld certsinly have been to give in and close down. His endurance, perseverance, and a
passionate belief in what Storefront stands for iz the reason we are stil here today "

"By bringing together arists and architects, Storefront iz incredibly valuable " says Freeman, who
continues to sit on itz Board of Directors. For him, i occupied an important personal role as well.
"ou can easzily become bogged down in an architectural practice, =0 you need something to
keep the intellect nourished," he explaing. "Rather than teaching, | became involved with
Storefront, and it was incredibly gratifying that the &18 would honor that service "

A broad range of program types

Hiz impressive recard of buitt wark was, of course, another important factor in hecoming a
Fellewy. Hiz eponymous S-perzon firm remains active across a broad range of program
types—academic, residertial, commercial, and historic preservation.

He iz nowy werapping up a restoration design for Philip Jobnson's Four Seasons restaurant, an
iconic Mid-Century Modernist space tucked into the Seagram Tower. "We are doing this wery
carefully, and, over the last year we have done a ot of research looking into ariginal materials,
fahrics, custom-made fabrication, and an elaborate lighting design by Richard Kelly "

"After 22 years, | finally built my first single-family house " he says, referring to a recently
completed design in Atlantic Beach, a community on Mew York's Long lskand. The Modernist white
cube (zet within a community of traditional Tudor houses) has been critically acclaimed. For
Freeman, thiz is a hig moment: "t's a thrill to get a house built "

Thiz, along with other restorations projects, such as the Zilkha Gallery st Wesleyan University | is
distinguizhing Freeman in yet ancther area. "This is moving me into & sub-specialization of historic
preservation of Modernist architecture " he says. "There is & lot of interesting work going o in
that field right noswe "

In addition to his design and service work, Freeman has long been a leader in Leshian, Gay,
Bizexual and Tranzgendered (LGBT) architectural izsues. He will paricipate on a panel
dizcuszion engaging that subject during this year's ALL convertion in San Francizco.

An inclusive design world

His design for an LGBT Carrisge House st the University of Pennsylvania earned him widespread
recognition in this field. e made a conscious effort to make it stylistically unlike other traditional
spaces on campus " he explains. "y League schoals have an expected definition of public
spaces to zerve the traditional student life functions. Ye strove to create a different atmosphere
to announce the possibilty of having a differert lifestyle on an by League campus "

"iietye moved beyond the raveness of identity poltics of the 19702 " he explaing. "The design
weorld zeems to be so inclusive now, zo it becomes a tricky question if there is any specific
approach to LGAT design. Inthe past, these programs would have been tucked sway
clandestinely, but now: they're more public. The carriage house st Penn is st the center of
Campus."

I the micdst of this work, he has alzo managed to make landmark contributions ta the study of
Cuban architecture. In 2004, he collaborated with Cuban architect and historian Eduardao Luiz
Rodriguez on an exhibition, "Architecture and Revolution in Cuba, 1959-1969 " which opened =t
Storefront, and which Actar will soon relesse as 5 book.

"ihen the US embarga is lifted—uwvhich | expect to happen during the Chama presidency—there
swill be & flood of investment from the USA " he explains. "My hope is that the inevitable
development can be controlled so that it doesn't overwhelm and wwreck the environment, and that
it can be directed both to the rehabilitation of Cuba's amazing architectural heritage and the
construction of good, modern architecture

Freeman hopes to participate in that effort, intending, st some poirt, to divide his time between
design offices in Mew York and Havanna, "i's a nice dream " he says.
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